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Cover Image: A Cosmic Tarantula, Caught by NASA’s Webb

In this mosaic image stretching 340 light-years across, Webb's Near-Infrared Camera (NIRCam) displays
the Tarantula Nebula star-forming region in a new light, including tens of thousands of never-before-seen
young stars that were previously shrouded in cosmic dust. The most active region appears to sparkle with
massive young stars, appearing pale blue.

Credits: NASA, ESA, CSA, STScl, Webb ERO Production Team



Message from the President

O n May 25, 1993 an endeavor which
started nearly a decade earlier
became a reality. Thanks to the hard
work and selfless effort of a few col-
leagues with a vision, and the support
of 66 more professional astronomers
in Greece and abroad, the Hellenic As-
tronomical Society (HelAS) was formally
founded.

Today, 30 years later, on the occasion
of the 16th Conference of HelAS, which
takes place in Athens between June 26
and 28, 2023, we will have the privilege
to celebrate this major anniversary for
the future of Greek Astronomy.

The Society has formally reached a stage
of “maturity”. Going into its fourth dec-
ade it has a total of 303 members, and
despite the brutal effects of the arrow
of time, we are all happy that 32 of the
original founding members are still with
us, with many of them presenting their
scientific results in the Conference. In
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addition to those, the Society now has
206 ordinary members, 56 junior and 9
associate members. It is worth pointing
out that 40% of our members work or
study in 24 countries outside Greece,
with the majority of them living in the
US, UK, Germany and France. This inter-
national perspective of our members,
many of which maintain close collabo-
rations with astronomers in Greece or
return back in permanent positions has
had a major positive effect in the ad-
vancement of astronomy in our coun-

try.

During the 16t Conference of HelAS in
June, we will once more learn and dis-
cuss about exciting scientific discoveries
in which many Greek astronomers are
involved, as well as hear about the up-
grades our national research infrastruc-
tures. The current Governing Council
of HelAS decided that it will also be the
time to honor the past Presidents of the
Society who have offered their time and

energy in order to improve the Society
and shape the advancement of astron-
omy in Greece. Acknowledging the sub-
stantive effort of our colleagues it is also
a clear sign of maturity.

Following a tradition which started with
the 20th year anniversary of HelAS, this
special issue of Hipparchos includes a
brief summary of all major astronomy
research units in Greece, as well as the
thoughts of some of the past Presidents.
Thus, it will hopefully act as a second
“time capsule”, which may provide some
useful perspective to the future mem-
bers of our Society, who may wish to
look back on the state of astronomy in
Greece in 2023.

Vassilis Charmandaris
President of Hel. A.S.




Address by
G. Contopoulos

he Hellenic Astronomical Socie-

ty (Hel. A.S) has now completed
its first 30 years of existence. When
it started (in 1993) it had about 40
members, but now its membership
has grown to more than 300.
All these years Hel. A.S. has played
an important role as regards the
collaboration of Greek astrono-
mers and has provided an excel-
lent image internationally. It has
organized several meetings and it
has issued the very successful jour-
nal “Hipparchos”. There is no doubt
that its prospects for the future are
excellent and | give my best wishes
to all its members.

Address by
P. G. Laskarides

s | have explained in my 2013

message to the HELAS mem-
bers, our Society was born from a
general dream of the founding as-
tronomers of these days, but the
man behind the sparking of the
flame was the late John Seiradakis.
Therefore, | believe that this cele-
bration of the 30 years of the suc-
cessful trajectory of HELAS should
be dedicated to John, since it comes
short after his passing away.
Personally | believe that the past
and present state of our Society
and the number of new and young
members enrolled year after year
guarantee its long and glorious life
ahead.
I shall try to keep touch with the So-
ciety and to participate in the Gen-
eral Meetings as long as my health
permits, and | argue the other
founding members of the Society
to do the same.

Address by
K. Tsinganos

he publication of a special issue

of the official annual newsletter
HIPPARCHOS, of the Hellenic Astro-
nomical Society (Hel.A.S.), on the occa-
sion of the completion of 30 years since
the establishment of the Society is an
opportunity to reflect on the past and
conjecture on the future of Hel. A.S.
Up to now and thanks to the efforts
and ideas of its governing councils,
Hel.A.S. has developed in the last 30
years a network of actions which all
together show that it has become a
modern astronomical society. To sub-
stantiate this claim, 1 list briefly in the
following this network of actions.

» The contents and the quality of the
33 issues, till today, of the annual
newsletter HIPPARCHOS, which is re-
markable and a testimony of the high
standards of all activities of Hel.A.S.
Even today, it is worthwhile and highly
recommended, not only to our mem-
bers, to read various past special is-
sues of HIPPARCHOS dedicated to, for
example, the International Year of As-
tronomy (2009), the status of the ob-
servational astronomy in Greece (Sept.
2007), proceedings of the various Hel-
lenic astronomical conferences, etc. If
those 33 issues of HIPPARCHOS were
bookbinded, this volume could be an
ideal gift to international colleagues.

» The Electronic Newsletter which is
distributed by e-mail sharply at the
beginning of each month to all mem-
bers of Hel.A.S. with e-mail access. This
short newsletter contains brief news,
announcements of conferences and
job openings in Greece, as well as oth-
er news which could be of interest to
the members of the Society.

» Speaking of the 15 astronomical con-
ferences which Hel.A.S. has been or-
ganizing uninterruptly every other year
at various parts of Greece, they have
been outstanding not only by the state
of the art talks by members of our So-
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ciety, but also by the participation and in-
vited talks of distingui-shed astronomers
and astrophycisits coming from respect-
ed Universities and research institutions
from all over the world. As examples, dur-
ing the 6th Hellenic Astronomical Confer-
ence at the National Observatory of Ath-
ens, 15-17 September 2003, E.N. Parker,
distinguished service professor at the
Univ. of Chicago, USA and the founder
of Heliospheric Physics, delivered an in-
vited talk on Magnetohydrodynamic dis-
continuities and the formation of X-ray co-
ronae in astrophysics. It is remarkable that
the so-called Parker-theorem, explaining
the heating of the solar and stellar co-
ronae, has been observed recently via
the Parker Solar Probe in the campfires
and switchbacks. The Parker Solar Probe
is the only NASA mission named after a
living person, as Eugene Parker is credit-
ed with developing the theory behind the
solar wind in the late 1950's. Other distin-
guished invited speakers at the Hellenic
Astronomical Conferences include Ricar-
do Giacconi, who won the Nobel Prize
for Physics in 2002 for his seminal dis-
coveries of casmic sources of X-rays, which
helped lay the foundations for the field of
X-ray astronomy, Reinhard Genzel, who
has been awarded the 2020 Nobel Prize
in Physics for the discovery of a supermas-
sive compact object at the centre of our gal-
axy and were present during the Joint Eu-
ropean and National Astronomical Meet-
ing for 1997 (JENAM-97) and the 6th Eu-
ropean and 3rd Hellenic Astronomical
Society Conference (2-5 July 1997, Thes-
saloniki. Also, Stamatis Krimigis, Space
Department Head, Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity, Applied Physics Laboratory and
member of the Academy of Athens, who
spoke on The Dynamic Magnetosphere of
Saturn as revealed by the Cassini Orbiter:
2004-2009 and Joachim Truemper, for-
mer director of the Max Planck Institute
for Extraterrestrial Physics, who spoke
on Current Problems in Neutron Star Phys-
ics, both at the 9th Hellenic Astronomi-
cal Conference, 20-24 September 2009,
Athens, etc.

» Starting in 2014, Hel.A.S. organizes a
Summer School every even year. These
Hel.A.S. thematic summer schools pro-
vide scientific training to younger mem-
bers, graduate students and junior post-
doctoral researchers: Physical Processes
and Data Analysis in Heliophysics (Athens,
1-5 September 2014), Nuclear Activity in
Galaxies (Athens, 11-15 July 2016), Neu-
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tron Stars and Gravitational Waves (Thes-
saloniki, 8-12 October 2018) and The
Milky Way Galaxy - Formation and Evolu-
tion (Athens, 25-27 July 2022).

» Establishment of the Best Ph.D. the-
sis prize. This prize is awarded every two
years during the conference of Hel.A.S.
It recognizes the quality of the research
work of the junior members of the Soci-
ety working in the field of Astronomy and
Astrophysics. The prize is restricted to
members of Hel.A.S. who have success-
fully defended their thesis in a Universi-
ty either in Greece or abroad, during the
period of the award.

» Thanks to the efforts of the current
president prof. V. Charmandaris, Hel.A.S.
has compiled a database of more than
600 individuals of Greek descent, who
have obtained a PhD in Astrophysics,
Dynamical Astronomy, or Space Physics,
either in Greece or abroad. More in de-
tail, for each PhD holder the database
provides information regarding the PhD
awarding institution and supervisor(s),
the thesis title and link to the manuscript,
when available, as well as the last known
position and affiliation of the author. In
some cases a brief biography is also in-
cluded. An interesting appendix with the
relevant statistics is also provided, list-
ing the country of the PhD institution
and the last known position of the PhD
holder.

» An equally interesting information is
provided for the more than 300 mem-
bers of Hel.A.S., as of today. This online
version of the directory of the members
of the Hellenic Astronomical Society,
shows that currently the Society has 303
members, two thirds of which are asso-
ciated with Greek academic institutions.

» Finally, an amazing link is finally pro-
vided for the physics and astronomy-
trees of several members of Hel A.S.,
again an initiative of the current presi-
dent prof. V. Charmandaris. For exam-
ple, one can learn if among hiw/her
physics-tree great/great/grandparents
could be Schwarzchild, or Heisenberg,
Gauss, or Bernoullj, etc!

Altogether, then judging from the above
actions, we are all delighted to witness
the great steps the Society has taken
over the past 30 years to become, in
this relatively short period, a modern
astronomical society of high standards.

I wish from the bottom of my heart that
Hel.A.S." future governing boards contin-
ue the upward trajectory of the Society.

Address by
N. Kylafis

t is with great pleasure that | re-

call the history of HelAS. It all
started with the first Greek Astro-
nomical Conference in 1992, when
the foundations were laid for the
creation of HelAS. Since then, its
course has been upward and this
can be seen from the scientific
quality of both its members and its
conferences. | have said it many
times that there is no future if the
new generation is not better than
the previous one. | have closely fol-
lowed the development of Astrono-
my in Greece over the last 40 years
and | am happy about its steady
positive slope. | am very proud of
the new generation of Greek As-
tronomers! Greek Astronomy en-
joys the respect of the international
community.
There is a tradition in HelAS that
there is only one candidate for
President in the elections (pre-se-
lected by the previous presidents).
This has worked well and has kept
the Society united. What | wish for
HelAS is that it stays united and
sets high goals.
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